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Build Your Own Home
think of it as a Diy project on a grand scale. a local new hampshire 
company has everything you need to start building your own house, 
garage, barn, shed or cabin. By Erica Thoits
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Mast Road Grain & Building Materials is a family business 
dedicated to providing quality materials and service.
Mast Road Grain & Building Materials is a family business 

MAST ROAD
GRAIN & BUILDING MATERIALS CO., INC.

www.mastroadlumber.com

Complete 
design
services for 
kitchens 
& baths

Also o� ering
product 
sales of:

 Decks & Railings

 Flooring

 Roo� ng & Siding

 Doors & Windows

Come in and 
let us help you 
with your next 
project.

Put on your tool belt and get ready to 

start building the garage you always 

wanted, that garden shed you’ve been 

intending to buy for years or even the 

new home you’ve been dreaming about. 

a local New Hampshire company 

is taking the construction crew out of 

the equation. In the tradition of an old-

fashioned New england barn raising, grab 

some family or neighbors and get to work 

with your own two hands. 

as its name suggests, Shelter-Kit of 

Tilton specializes in custom designing 

kits for barns, homes, garages, cabins 

and more that can be built by you, even if 

you’ve never so much as considered pick-

ing up a hammer and nail. 

Whether you need a studio, extra ga-

rage room or a new house, there’s a kit 

for that. The basic packages include the 

energy-efficient Green Home kit (price 

varies), unit One cabins ($10,700 and 

above depending on size and options), 

post-and-beam Loft House kits ($18,400 

and above), the barns, Garages and Work-

shops kit ($9,950 and above) and the one-

to-five bedroom cape-style barn/House

($27,400 and above). 

Shipping costs depend on where you 

live and could range from $300–$600 in 

New Hampshire to $3,000 for shipping 

across the country. When the kit arrives, 

you’re responsible for getting it off the 

truck — Shelter-Kit recommends four 

adults be on hand to help unload.

For Shelter-Kit owner Dave Kimball, 

the reasons for eschewing traditional con-

struction for one of his kits are tri-fold — 

you are actively participating in the build-

ing of your home, everything is custom 

designed and you will likely save money. 

but, can someone with no experience 

really do this?

Since the company began 40 years ago, 

says Kimball, 85 percent of the Shelter-

Kit buildings were completed by novices. 

Kimball attributes that number to the fact 

that the kits come with everything you 

need, a detailed instruction manual and 

End your 
kitchen envy.

creating beatifully functional spaces

603.226.3399  |  info@3wdesigninc.com  |  3wdesigninc.com  |  7 Henniker St, Concord, NH

We believe a kitchen is beautiful 
when it fits your home, life, and 
tastes. Contact us to find out how we 
can make your dream space a reality.
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materials that are designed for two people 

to handle.

each kit comes with all the items to cre-

ate a complete, weather-tight building, in-

cluding the frame, siding, sheathing, hard-

ware, roofing and floors. After the basics, 

various extras are available, such as high-

er or cathedral ceilings, dormers, stairs, 

different window placement and more. 

there’s also no need to hit the gym 

or rent machinery for heavy lifting — the 

weight of each pre-cut and pre-drilled piece 

is limited to what two people can handle. 

it’s also relatively fast when compared 

to how long typical construction projects 

take. the turnaround on kits averages 

from about four to six weeks, and actual 

building time is three to 15 days depend-

ing on which model you choose. 

once your kit arrives, you aren’t 

simply left alone amidst a pile of mate-

rial. each kit comes with a customized, 

detailed 45-50 page instruction manual 

(written in language intended for con-

struction amateurs) that includes draw-

ings and step-by-step instructions. 

“the process is simple in that we 

take you through everything you do,” 

says Kimball.

if you’re clueless when it comes to 

the paperwork of permits and building 

codes, shelter-Kit will help you obtain a 

building permit and, for a fee, will pro-

vide structural drawings bearing a struc-

tural engineer’s signature (if required by 

your town officials). 

Kimball adds that any of the buildings 

can be modified to meet various require-

ments, such as snow loads, wild fire haz-

ards or even seismic conditions in areas 

such as california.  

some foundation is required, and can 

range from a series of concrete piers, a 

continuous concrete wall with a crawl 

space or full basement to a single con-

crete slab. A pier foundation has minimal 

impact and usually won’t require heavy 

equipment — hand tools can often be 

used to dig the holes for and construct 

the piers. like with everything else, shel-

ter-Kit will provide you with a detailed 

plan depending on the structure you’re 

building. 

Kimball encourages potential custom-

ers to come in and meet with the staff to 

work through ideas. 

“people should be comfortable com-

ing here without well-formed ideas,” 

says Kimball. “they can come with ideas 

on a cocktail napkin and we’ll do the 

drawings.”

for those who are skeptical that they 

could truly handle the construction in-

volved, Kimball and his staff recommend 

getting in touch with past customers. 

some have even toured completed shel-

ter-Kit buildings and, in the past, Kimball 

has opened up his own shelter-Kit home 

and barn to the curious. 

once begun, you might not stop at 

just one building. “people have fun doing 

this,” says Kimball. he adds that many 

build one kit and return for more. perhaps

you’ll start small with a backyard art stu-

dio and find yourself living in a shelter-

Kit home some day down the road.

Shelter-Kit
22 Mill St.
Tilton
The website, www.shelter-kit.com, has a list of 
general FAQs plus FAQs and information specific 
to each type of kit. 
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